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All of the information in this packet is 

available on the EHS website on the 

Counselor tab under Requirements & 

Senior Project. 

 

http://ehsmustangs.com/counselors/

seniorproject.htm 

 

 

Templates for the Research Proposal and 

Source Summary can also be 

downloaded from the website. 
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574 N. Park Lane, Eagle, Idaho 83616  ǅ  208-350-4235  ǅ  Fax: 208-350-4254 

EAGLE HIGH SCHOOL  

Dear Senior Students and Parents of Senior Students: 

 

The Joint School District No. 2 requires all senior students to complete a Senior Project.  The Senior 

Project is a compilation of researching, writing a technical paper, incorporating technology, and present-

ing the final product to a panel.  Following are common questions students and parents may have regard-

ing the Senior Project.  

 

When is the Senior Project due? 

 

For all seniors graduating June 1, 2010, the Senior Project presentation date is Tuesday, April 13, 2010.  

For students meeting their Senior Project requirement through Night School, their presentation date will 

be determined by their instructor. 

 

How will the Senior Project be graded? 

 

The Senior Project will be facilitated through both English and American Government courses.  Both 

courses will calculate Senior Project as 25% of the studentôs total grade in each course for second se-

mester.   

 

What is the role of the teacher?  What is the role of the student? 

 

The role of the teacher is to facilitate and instruct the student towards demonstrating competency in re-

search skills, technical writing, technology proficiency, and public speaking.  Teachers will also support 

students throughout the process by encouraging them to complete each component as it is assigned.  

 

The role of the student is to select and research a topic thoroughly.  Students will then incorporate their 

findings and recommendations into a technical paper.  The final paper will parallel a PowerPoint presen-

tation.  Students will present their findings and recommendations to a panel comprised of Eagle High 

staff, district personnel, and parents.  Finally, students must meet all deadlines in order to be scheduled 

to present their PowerPoint presentation.  If a student does not make a PowerPoint presentation, he/she 

will not meet the requirements to receive a high school diploma. 

 

Why does the Meridian School District require the Senior Project? 
 

The Joint School District No. 2 requires the Senior Project for several reasons.  First, students will ac-

quire many skills that are pertinent in todayôs work place.  Second, the Senior Project is an assessment 

showing a mastery of research, writing, and oral presentation skills.  Third, the Senior Project functions 

as the performance assessment for speech.  Finally, the Senior Project allows students the opportunity to 

meet district and state standards through this additional assessment. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Terry Beck 

Eagle High School Principal 

ñEAGLE QUESTò 
QUality Education and Service Today 
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Joint School District No. 2 

1303 E. Central Dr. Å Meridian, Idaho 83642 Å (208) 855-4500 Å Fax (208) 350-5962 

SUPERINTENDENT 
Dr. Linda Clark 

Senior Project 2010  
Parent/Guardian Authorization and Release Form  

 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian and Senior:  

 

This letter is to inform you of the requirements and expectations of the 2010 Senior Project. Please read, 

discuss, and sign this form.  Return the form to the English teacher on February 2 nd  (A Day) or February 

3rd (B Day).  

 

¶The Senior Project is a graduation requirement of Joint School District No. 2.  

 

¶Each student must  complete a Senior Project as part of the curriculum in English 12B and American Government 

12B classes. The Senior Project is 25% of the total semester grade for each course.  

 

¶The Senior Project may require  extensive time and research inside and outside of class.  

 

¶Students absent on a due date must make arrangements to deliver the assignment to their Government/English 

teacher by the end of the period in which they are enrolled. All assignment due dates are final.  

 

¶Students must  complete a proficient technical paper in order to complete the oral presentation. (Proficient = 70%)  

 

¶Students must  submit their paper to Turnitin.com before turning in the paper for scoring.   

 

¶Papers that lack internal citation and/or a references page will not be scored.  These will be returned to students 

for revision, and a late penalty will be applied.   

 

¶The due date for the final draft of the technical paper ñ including the Abstract and References ñ is 

March 11, 2010 .  Late technical papers will result in a 30% reduction in the technical paper grade.  

 

¶All students mus t complete the final component of the Senior Project which is a formal oral presentation followed 

by a question and answer period from the panel.  Oral presentations usually last 8 -15 minutes not including the 

question and answer period.  A trained panel of 3 scores the presentation.  

 

¶All components included in the Senior Project must  be typed with the exception of research notes.  Students must 

provide 2 copies for all written components, one for the Government teacher and one for the English teacher.  

 

¶Senior Project oral presentations are April 13, 2010 . 

 

 

Parent Signature________________________________________________ Date________________________ 

 

Student Signature________________________________________________ Date________________________ 

 

Printed Student Name____________________________________________  Student ID#__________________ 

 
 
 

Packet Requirement 
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Purpose:  
The purpose of the project is twofold:  

¶ To give students the opportunity to demonstrate and apply the high level of knowledge 
and skills they have gained throughout their high school career.  

 
¶ To evaluate studentsô knowledge and application of state standards not tested on the 

Idaho Standards Achievement Test (ISAT).  
 
ñThe Public Policies of a government are, in short, all of those things a government 

decides to doò (Magruderôs American Government, 2008, p. 4).  
 
Prompt:  
¶ Identify a relevant researchable, contemporary public policy that is domestic or foreign 

in scope. Domestic policy may address local, state or federal policy. International policy 
should connect to U.S. foreign policy.  

 
¶ Research, analyze, and synthesize data related to the policy.  

 
Process:  
¶ Write a technical research paper presenting the following:  

o Policy Identification and Explanation ï identify the policy and explain the key points 
of the public policy.  

 
o History/Background ï Trace the history of the policy issue and explain what was 

happening that made it so the policy exists today. Include the influence political  
 parties, elected officials, interest groups, and/or specific individuals had on the  
 policy issue. Graphical support shall be included in this section.  
 
o Current Situation - explain the current situation regarding the policy, including the 

effects/outcomes resulting from the implementation of the policy based on valid  
 research and data. Identify and analyze changing factors which may impact the  
 policy. Graphical support shall be included in this section.  
 
o Differing Viewpoints ï examine and analyze two or more differing points of view 

(though not necessarily opposing points of view), comparing and contrasting each. 
Graphical support shall be included in this section.  

 
o Policy Recommendation - recommend changes to the current policy or explain the 

need for the policy to remain in effect. All recommendations must address political 
or economic feasibility, and must be based on valid  
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Criteria for Selecting Senior Project Topic 

 

Your senior project must meet the following requirements: 

 

¶ Must be a contemporary governmental policy issue that is domestic or for-

eign in scope.  The issue must involve governmental policy, law and soci-

ety. Any international issue must be related to U.S. foreign policy. 

¶ Must be relevant to the community, state, region and/or world.   

¶ Must be an issue on which you can provide data, not based solely on your 

personal opinion. 

¶ Must have the potential to make recommendations based on your research. 

 
All topics must receive prior approval via the proposal letter before any research begins.  

Government teachers must approve student topics. 

 

The following databases can be accessed from home or school.  When using the databases from  

home, you may need a user name and password. 

 

At home go to the EHS webpage:  http://ehs.meridianschools.org and click on the media center 

(bottom right). 

 

Below are the suggested databases for the senior project: 
 

Database   User Name Password When to use 
 

ABC-Clio (APA)  ehstudent mustangs Choose topic, history, policy 

 

e-Library science (APA) eaglehs mustangs Science related topics 

 

Gale Opposing Viewpoints   smart  Choose topic, stats, websites 

 

Gale Virtual Ref.-ebooks (APA)  smart  History, general information 

 

Proquest (APA)  meridiansd welcome Policy, history, graphs, info 

 

SIRS    eaglehs mustangs Choose topic, history, policy  

 

 

**Note that some databases have APA citations while others must be submitted to KnightCite.   

http://ehs.meridianschools.org
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Protocol for Turning in Senior Projects 
 
Directions for Students: 
 

1. Papers are due March 10/11, 2010. 

2. All paper topics must be approved prior to beginning research. 

3. Papers need to be uploaded to Turnitin.com prior to turning the paper in to your teacher.  Only 
uploaded papers can be scored. 

4. Papers need to be submitted on the due date set by the teacher. 

5. Papers should have the following pages stapled neatly together in this in order (top to bot-
tom):   

  Title page, Abstract, Body of Paper, References (NOT Annotated Bibliography)  

6. Do not use plastic report covers, notebooks, etc. 

7. Keep in mind that if the References page does not match up with your internal citations, the 
paper will receive a No Score, and is eligible for revision. 

8. Keep in mind that if a section requiring internal citation is submitted without internal citation, 

then paper will receive a No Score, and is eligible for revision. 

 
Important Notes: 
 
¶ Late papers are penalized 30% of the proficiency grade to determine the final grade book 

grade. 

¶ Papers receiving a No Score will also incur a 30% penalty. 

¶ Revised papers will have their first score averaged with the final proficiency score to determine 

the final grade book grade.  

¶ Students whose papers are basic/below basic will also receive comments for revision. 

¶ Students will NOT get their scored papers back, but will receive a letter with scoring informa-

tion by category and an overall score.     

¶ It is highly recommended that teachers ask students to turn in TWO copies of the paper:  1 for 

the school to keep and 1 for the school to submit to District for scoring.  It is up to teachers to 

ensure that students turn in a second copy for schools to keep. 
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